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VOICING THE UNSPOKEN
November 12- A Day of Social Action
MS PROGRAM VOICING THE UNSPOKEN

Theater 8:15 am
Program Introduction by Mireille Rabate, MS Principal
Session I (8:20-9:30)
Outspoken, by Prince Gomolvilas, YouthAware Educational Theatre Program (NCT)  
Performance followed by a post-performance discussion
Created by the YouthAware program and based directly on the voices of young people, Outspoken by Prince Gomolvilas is an innovative play that has been presented to Northern and Central California teens since 2004.  Outspoken examines the many reasons young people feel ostracized in school and in their communities; reasons that include differences in race, religion, sexual orientation, body type, and socioeconomic background. Outspoken asks teens think about stereotypes and diversity from many unique perspectives, and helps to open up a dialogue on labeling, tolerance, bullying and school safety within their own communities.
Session II & IV  (9:45-10:45) & (1:00-2:00)

These are “breakout” sessions, during which the students will be divided into groups by class, creating a more intimate environment. Programs are repeated so all students can see the programs deemed appropriate for their age, in a small setting, as follows:
6th & 7th graders will see:

Stagebridge Storytellers
American history Comes to Life as Stagebridge Storytellers, the nation’s oldest troupe of Senior storytellers, remember the struggle for justice from the pain of racism through the heady

days of the Movement and its aftermath. They tell of Jim Crow laws, of pain and survival and triumph. By exploring the legacy of the Civil Rights movement, these Bay Area storytellers open a dialogue on the road we’ve traveled and the road still ahead. Stagebridge storytellers are the “living history” of civil rights and a legacy for future generations. Listen to their stories and songs and share in an open discussion.

6th, 7th &8th graders will see:

"We Are Your Classmates: Youth with LGBTQ Parents in School" -- Though LGBTQ families are just like many other families in many ways, people with LGBTQ parents and our families face the everyday reality that our families are treated differently. Hear the stories of people with LGBTQ parents. Learn ways to make your school a more welcoming environment for students with LGBTQ parents. Presented by

COLAGE Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere

7th &8th Blue will see:

SAFE Voices

Student panel on learning differences

(Student Advisors for Education) is a student community that strives to educate, mentor, and support students, parents and teachers regarding the challenges and strengths of LD and ADHD students. This unique group of teens is passionate about learning differently, pursuing their fullest potential and spreading awareness of their capacity for academic and life success. Two of the students presenting are French American and Chinese American Alum.
All 8th graders will see:

Screen Trevor and discuss sexual orientation

Shani Harris-Bagwell

Trevor is 1994 Academy Award®-winning short film, about a gay 13-year-old boy who, when rejected by friends because of his sexuality, makes an attempt to take his life.

Session III (11:00-12:00)

Presidio Dance Theater

Presidio Dance Theatre's Junior Company  and its parent PPDT, presents artistic and international cultural programming, including an array of performances, annual dance festival, dynamic cultural exchanges, and exhibition in the unique setting of America's newest urban National Park, the Presidio of San Francisco. BREAKING NEWS (October 2009)  Presidio Dance Theatre's Junior Company has been selected to represent the United States of America at the world's largest international children's festival in Izmir, Turkey, a festival with 10,000+ children representing 65 nations. The Company’s Director is an alumna of International High School and the San Francisco Arts Commissioner. Students will see a dance with members of the adult and student troupes, including some French American International students, as well as an ethnic costume show with French American students as models. 

NOTE This program will repeat in the evening for parents, guardians and guests as part of our evening event!

Session V  (2:00-3:00)

Screening of Entre Les Murs

A French Film chronicling a year in the life of a junior high school class in a rougher section of Paris, there's something undeniably French about the film: the cultural challenges, the uneasy-yet-inescapable mix of cultures and races in the classroom, the plot's turn on a subtler point of formal French grammar. But at the same time, these kids and their teacher (Francois Begaudeau) are going through a series of challenges and opportunities that will be familiar to anyone who's ever gone to school: The tedium of work, the charged-yet-collegial relationship between student and teacher, the subdivisions in the halls.
